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The British Racing School is nearing its 40th birthday having been opened by HRH The Prince of Wales in
November 1983 at the current base in Newmarket, (although the Charity was formed in 1980 and operated from
Goodwood). In that time the School has trained and prepared thousands of young people for a life in racing and
has rehomed hundreds of ex-racehorses all of whom have had a rewarding second career becoming one of the
largest homes for ex-racehorses in the country. As a result of being at the forefront of training for the industry
much of the infrastructure is being to creak. Therefore we are planning a
fundraising campaign in order to set up a Fabric Fund that will enable us to
maintain and replace parts of the estate that are showing their age.
For example our old original American Barn (pictured right) is showing signs
of wear and tear with much of the internal stabling having corroded. The
shell of the building is fine but so ideally we would look to just replace the
existing stabling with new stables. Details will be announced later in the
year but it would be wonderful if all those that have been part of the school’s
history were able to help in any way, however small, to allow the School to
continue to be the industry’s leading training provider as we approach our
40th birthday. More details to follow ….
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Shortlisted for AAC Awards
n the back of the School grading of Outstanding from
Ofsted we thought it worth putting ourselves forward for
the prestigious AAC Apprenticeships awards, and were
delighted to be shortlisted. The awards look to recognise
providers offering outstanding world-class apprenticeships.
This year there were 350 entries - an increase of 20% on
previous years – spread across fifteen categories.
We attended a Parliamentary Reception on 5th February and a
number of staff will attend the gala event on 3rd March when
we hear whether we are the winners.
All fingers are crossed!

Student in focus… Pat Daly
I’m Pat Daly, I’m from Derby and have spent most of working life as a nurse but have followed horse racing all my life.
What course at The BRS are you doing?
I’m currently doing the Ground based yard staff course which is over 6 weeks, so no riding
for me although I can ride. I’m on week 5 and loving it, it’s far exceeded my expectations.
I’m learning new things every day and all to an exceptionally high standard. The course is
physically tough but I knew it would be.

What’s the best part about the GBYS course?
Working with the horses, I love horse but particularly the Thoroughbred, they are the
ultimate athlete. Also, the instructors that teach us, they always have time to help and
are extremely dedicated.
What are your plans for the future?
I would love to work in a flat yard in Newmarket. I’ve also done the Racing Secretary
Course so would like to utilize that as well if possible.

Dual Group 3 winner joins our
team
e’re delighted to have welcomed Kings Fete to our
string of ex-racehorses and thank Prince Khalid Abdulla and the team at Juddmonte for entrusting us
with him.
He is the first horse to have worn the famous pink and green
racing colours and then retired to us. He won over £140,000
in prize money which included 2 Group 3 races and was
ridden by BRS Graduate James Doyle in his early years of
racing.
We hope he will be extremely happy in his new career
training the next generation of stable staff

New Courses offering
New Opportunities
Gone are the days of a one course fits all approach.
Whilst our Foundation training for 16 -22 years olds is still
the main training we deliver, we have now added a
spectrum of courses to make a career in Horseracing more
accessible for those who don’t fit the Apprenticeship
demographic. In 2020 we will be running the following
training courses:
Equine Students Progression Programme – a course for
those who have recently completed an Equine college
programme and wish to build on these skills and learn the
specifics of racing and riding thoroughbreds so as to
progress to employment in a racing yard on completion of
the course.
Ground Based Yard Staff course – a 6 week course open
to all with the aim of training those who wish to have a
career in racing without leaving the ground!

Over 23s – exactly as described, this is training for those
aged 23 years and over, who don’t meet the
apprenticeship funding criteria.
If you have any questions on any of our courses get in
touch with our Careers Team on 01638675905 or
careers@brs.org.uk

Diversity in Racing Steering
Group
We’re proud to say
that Di Farrell-Thomas,
our Industry Courses
Manager, has become
a member of the
Diversity in Racing
Steering Group. This
group is Chaired by
Nick Rust, BHA CEO,
and was formed in July
2017 to work
collaboratively to
champion diversity and inclusion in British racing and to
support the industry in its efforts.
Its vision is for British Racing to be a diverse and inclusive
sport in which everyone has the opportunity to achieve
their potential and where fans of all communities feel
welcome, so we look forward to welcoming and
implementing any ideas or plans they have.
If you’d like further information please contact
di.farrell-thomas@brs.org.uk

Jockey Coaching Programme receives additional Funding
he Jockey Coaching Programme (JCP) has been in operation for nine years having started with a pilot
programme in 2011, since 2014 the JCP has been managed by The British Racing School (BRS) on behalf
of the British Horseracing Authority.
The Racing Foundation have recently agreed a significant five year grant to enable the JCP to be enhanced
and extended. As well as ensuring there is more coaching support for current jockeys the grant will enable
the JCP to develop talent pathways for potential jockeys, through Pony Racing and Point to Pointing and
ensure that a professional Jockey Coach is
attached to each of the Injured Jockeys Fund
centres. The JCP is complemented by an inclusive
structure of education and training, delivered by
the BHA, BRS, and JETS.
The JCP is already making a huge difference to
the development of young riders and we are
excited about the opportunity the Racing
Foundation grant gives the sport to develop a
world class athlete development programme.

Did you know??

T

he first British Racing School Graduate to ride a
winner was our very own Alison Harper.

Alison was on course 1 back in 1983, and following
a long career teaching in Italy she is now back with
us an Instructor.
Ironically Alison first winner was in the British Racing School
Apprentice handicap at Haydock riding Mr Chriscakemaker in
1988!
Photo: Lord Derby presenting Alison with her winning Tankard!

National Schools Equestrian Association (NSEA)
Three riders from The British Racing School‘s newly formed team by students on the Flexible Learning Program (FLP)
competed for the first time together in the National Schools Equestrian Associations (NSEA) show in Essex on the 1st
February. They all rode fabulous rounds in huge classes.
Leah Milne riding her pony Georgia had 2 fantastic rounds in both classes but was sadly out of the placings. Will

Flinton (pictured) on his young mare Billy Rue jumped 3 fabulous rounds with a placing in the 1.10, which we’re delighted to say has gained them two qualifications. Hickstead Elite in August and the Schools
National Championships in October. Jack Wilmot and his racing pony Istamouse were 2nd
from 58 starters in the 85cm Eventers Challenge and have qualified for Hickstead in May,
had an unlucky pole in the 95cm, and a stumble in the Royal Windsor qualifier was very
costly.
We look forward to following their progress in future competitions.

Congratulations Bradley on reaching the finals!
We’d like to say a huge well done to Bradley Harris who has reached the finalists stage for the 2020 Goldolphin Stud &
Stable Staff Awards.
Bradley graduated from Course 314a in 2017 and is nominated in the David Nicholson Newcomer Award.
These Awards have a prize fund of over £120,000 across six categories to recognise and celebrate.
These Awards have a prize fund of over £120,000 across six categories to recognise and celebrate the remarkable dedication, hard
work and passion of the people who provide the best possible care to our sports horses and people.
The final judging will take place on Monday 24th February 2020 in central London, followed by a glittering evening awards
ceremony. the remarkable dedication, hard work and passion of the people who provide the best possible care to our sports
horses and people.
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